
Noon Bible Study: 2 kings 14
2 Kings 14:1-4 - Amaziah’s Reign

v. 3 - Amaziah did right in the sight of the LORD, similar to his father Joash (the boy king who served God as long as the 
godly high priest was around).  However, his heart is not after the pattern of David. 2 Chronicles 25 give us more on 
this:

2 Chronicles 25:2 - He did right in the sight of the LORD, yet not with a whole heart.

2 Kings 14:5-6 - Amaziah’s Revenge

v. 5-6 - Amaziah seeks revenge against those men who conspired to kill his father, Joash.  Their assassination of the 
king was in response to Joash’s murder of his uncle, the high priest Jehoiada (We learned of this in 2 Kings 12 and 2 
Chronicles 24)

2 Chronicles 24:25-27 -  When they had departed from him (for they left him very sick), his own servants 
conspired against him because of the blood of the son of Jehoiada the priest, and murdered him on his bed. So he 
died, and they buried him in the city of David, but they did not bury him in the tombs of the kings. 26 Now these 
are those who conspired against him: Zabad the son of Shimeath the Ammonitess, and Jehozabad the son of 
Shimrith the Moabitess. 27 As to his sons and the many oracles against him and the rebuilding of the house of 
God, behold, they are written in the treatise of the Book of the Kings. Then Amaziah his son became king in his 
place.

v. 6 - This may raise a question in your mind about the recent incident of all of Ahab’s son’s being killed (by Jehu) as a 
result of Ahab’s sin.  The difference here is that Amaziah is executing justice upon those men involved in the king’s 
killing.  This was a legal matter.  They had committed murder and were being brought to justice. In that case, their sons 
should not be held responsible.  In the case of Ahab and other such records, that was divine justice as pronounced by the 
LORD through Elijah.  That was a serious consequence to the evil and idolatry that Ahab brought into Israel and in that 
case the 8th attribute of Yahweh is evidenced:

Exodus 34:7 - ...yet He will by no means leave the guilty unpunished, visiting the iniquity of fathers on the 
children and on the grandchildren to the third and fourth generations."

One is limited justice enacted by the king and his justice department according to the law of the people and the other is 
divine justice decreed by the Creator Himself.

2 Kings 14:7 - Amaziah also had significant military victory against Edom.

2 Chronicles 25:5-13 - Spiritual insight into Amaziah’s victory over Edom
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The LORD was teaching Amaziah where strength and victory really came from.  He initially is tempted to bolster his army 
with help from Israel (100,000 men).  However, “the LORD (was) not with Israel (2 Chron 25:7).”  The numbers might have 
seemed favorable, but the spiritual realities would not have been.  If Amaziah had the LORD with Him (by being with the 
LORD), he would have more than enough, as the man of God said (v. 9).  And sure enough, victory comes.

2 Kings 14:8-14 - Amaziah Challenges Jehoash, King of Israel

Coming off the heels of Amaziah’s victory over Edom, he turns his attention to Israel and king Jehoash.  2 Chronicles 
25:13 told us that the Israelite soldiers Amaziah had sent home ended up raiding some of the cities of Judah.  Perhaps 
this was Amaziah’s motivation to war with Israel.

v. 9-10 - Jehoash’s reply is essentially - “don’t get over excited that you defeated Edom and try and mess with Israel.  
It’s cute that you’re trying to challenge me, but it would be better if you just stayed home.”  Nevertheless Amaziah 
persisted.

v. 12-14 - Amaziah’s arrogance leads to a devastating defeat at the hands of Israel.  2 Kings 14 gives us no indication 
that his threat against Israel was directed by the LORD.  Instead we see a king who is “puffed up” after his victory over 
Edom and wants to keep winning.  Edom may have been a victory from the LORD, but threatening Israel was not God’s idea. 
Not only did Amaziah’s arrogance led to Judah’s defeat, but it lead to his own capture, the destruction of some of the 
wall of Jerusalem and the plundering of valuable things from the LORD’s house.  These items were the items that his 
father had commissioned to be made when the temple was restored after Athaliah and now they are just spoils in a 
military conflict that never should have been.

Amaziah thinks victory comes from his hand.  He is wrong.  That might be how it works for Edom or Babylon, but for God’s people, 
victory comes from Him.  And Amaziah made the classic mistake thinking that victory came by his own power.  This is a good 
reminder for us as well - we should realize that God brings the victory in our lives and our response should be to give Him glory 
and stay humble.

We should not confuse a spiritual victory in one area of our lives with invincibility in every area of our lives.  Many Christians 
do not remain sober-minded and dependant on God after they start to see God work in their lives.  We forget how desperately we 
need Him!  God delivers us, answers a prayer, helps us, etc...and then we are tempted to stop praying, seeking, obeying, relying.  
Such a strategy is about as brilliant as Amaziah defeating Edom and looking to take on Israel in this record.  It’s foolish.  And 
dangerous.

Beyond this truth, 2 Chronicles 25 shows us the point where Amaziah had turned his heart away from the LORD...and what a tragic 
place he turned his heart to instead.

2 Chronicles 25:14-16 (NLT) - When King Amaziah returned from slaughtering the Edomites, he brought with him idols 
taken from the people of Seir (aka Edom). He set them up as his own gods, bowed down in front of them, and offered 
sacrifices to them!  15 This made the LORD very angry, and he sent a prophet to ask, "Why do you turn to gods who could 
not even save their own people from you?"  16 But the king interrupted him and said, "Since when have I made you the 
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king's counselor? Be quiet now before I have you killed!" So the prophet stopped with this warning: "I know that God has 
determined to destroy you because you have done this and have refused to accept my counsel."

And so Judah is soundly defeated by Israel.  How quickly their defeat comes as they turn away from Yahweh.  Instead they are 
left to their “new” god of choice and his ability (or rather lack of ability) to bring victory.

2 Kings 14:15-20 - The old kings die

2 Kings 14:21-29 - New Kings rule

Azariah (also know as Uzziah in 2 Chronicles 26) is next king in Judah.  He became king at 16 years old after his father 
Amaziah was assassinated after a conspiracy (just like his father was).  We’ll learn more about Amaziah in 2 Kings 15.  
Israel’s next king is named Jeroboam.  He was an evil king following after the evil ways of his namesake.  He reigned for 
41 years.  And during his reign he appears to be successful in restoring regions of Israel that had been taken by foreign 
powers.

It’s interesting that in what can be easily overlooked as a random and insignificant detail we learn of Jonah’s presence 
at this time.  This the same Jonah of the book of Jonah (and that ONE swallowed by a great fish incident, see Jonah 1:1). 
Jeroboam II is ruling in Israel and he’s an evil and enduring king.  At first glance that is the emphasis of these final 
few verses.  Calf worship is back in style.  In fact, v. 24 tells us that Jeroboam was incrediblY faithful to those golden 
cows (“he did not depart…”).  We have a new Jeroboam and he’s going to be king for a while.  And then Jonah pops up.

What these closing verses remind us is that God is still working in spite of the major narrative of the time.  Yes Jeroboam II is 
ruling and worshipping idols and endorsing and promoting evil.  But God is not thwarted by that.  His prophet is still on the job 
speaking.  God still “saw the affliction of Israel” under Jeroboam (v. 26).  Their evil was great, but He had not decided to blot 
their name out and forsake them.  In fact, he uses evil Jeroboam as the vehicle to help relieve the “bitter affliction” of Israel 
(v. 26-27).  The people are praying to dead statues and yet the living God is showing Himself to be merciful and gracious.

Generations before, Moses wrote a song which declared Yahweh’s goodness to be this way. 

Deuteronomy 32:35-39 - 'Vengeance is Mine, and retribution, In due time their foot will slip; For the day of their 
calamity is near, And the impending things are hastening upon them.'  36 "For the LORD will vindicate His people, And 
will have compassion on His servants, When He sees that their strength is gone, And there is none remaining, bond or 
free.  37 "And He will say, 'Where are their gods, The rock in which they sought refuge?  38 'Who ate the fat of their 
sacrifices, And drank the wine of their drink offering? Let them rise up and help you, Let them be your hiding place!  39 
'See now that I, I am He, And there is no god besides Me; It is I who put to death and give life. I have wounded and it is I 
who heal, And there is no one who can deliver from My hand.

Yahweh mercifully delivers and saves to show His greatness and power in contrast to the very so-called “gods” the people were 
looking to for relief.
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Make no mistake there will be consequence to their sins and choices (their captivity is coming a few generations later in 2 Kings 
17).  But that’s their free choice to make.  And God’s free choice to make is to stay faithful to His covenants, call for “His 
people” to turn back to Him (surely the message of Jonah and the other prophets)

2 Kings is more like our day than we realize.  There is not nation or region of the world under the rulership of a God-fearing 
Messianic King.  In fact, most nations are led by evil and idolatrous (or at least uninterested) rulers.  There is not a shining 
example of a place or region somewhere filled with God-fearing, Christ-following citizens.  America itself is much more like 
Israel under Jeroboam than it is Judah under David.  And yet God still raises up prophets and heralds declaring His ways (that 
would be you, dear Christian!), calling for their neighbors to return to their maker and receive grace before the day of judgment 
(aka the gospel message).  And he is motivated by the same thing now as He was then.  He sees the plight of humanity and does not 
want to leave them to fend for themselves.

At the end of the day, Jeroboam II was still on the throne for 41 years.  But God was still at work and bringing victory and 
relief to Israel.  Here’s the point: the circumstances of our lives and culture don’t have to be “perfectly favorable” and 
conducive for us to speak the gospel message and help bring relief to those distressed in this age.  In fact, that’s when relief-
givers are most in need.  Stop waiting for things around you to change before you start speaking and declaring the great 
message we have.  For it’s when things are not good that that good news is needed most.
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